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It will be the goal of this administration to ensure that every child has access to a 
complete and competitive education – from the day they are born to the day they 

begin a career... We have dramatically expanded early childhood education and will 
continue to improve its quality, because we know that the most formative learning 

comes in those first years of life. 

President Obama, February 24, 2009



Overview

 The role of “Inter-Departmental Liaison”

 Home visitation legislation

 Workforce/Professional Development initiatives

 Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (QRIS)

 New vehicles for collaboration

 Concluding thoughts



DAS and Inter-Departmental Liaison 

for Early Childhood Development

 Entirely new position

 DAS over OHS, CCB, and Home Visitation 
(with MCH)

 Better coordination among these programs

 Primary HHS contact to ED on early 
childhood issues

 Tasked with reaching out to other 
agencies on early childhood issues

 HUD, CDC, Labor, etc.



Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood 

Home Visiting Program   

 Passed as part of Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act

 $1.5 billion over five years; $100 million in 2010 

 Grants to states to territories

 Jointly administered—ACF and HRSA (MCH)

 Funding opportunity announcement out shortly to 
states outlining how to apply 

 Most funds go to “evidence based” programs 

 HHS required to issue criteria for public comment



Workforce/Professional Development 

Initiatives  

 HHS/ED workforce study group

 Redesign of the Head Start T/TA System
 “Cascading support” for Head Start Programs

 Five national centers (Notice out Friday)

 State T/TA centers (Applications under review)

 Mentor/Coaches (Notice out Friday)

 Sponsoring research on the early childhood 
workforce
 National Academy of Sciences report

 Early Care and Education Survey-Workforce Module 



QRIS  

 Compendium of Quality Rating Systems and 
Evaluations
 Released in late April 

 Good sense of what is going on in states

 Section in report on QRIS provisions for children with 
special needs

 Next step is to figure out what QRIS components 
are most important in promoting quality
 Meeting June 2-3 

 Key questions: 

 Where are the biggest opportunities for improvement 
in State systems?

 Are states aligning on key benchmarks? Where is this 
alignment happening?



HHS Vehicles for Collaboration 

 Early Childhood 2010: Innovation for the 
Next Generation

 State Advisory Councils 

 Next steps for the HHS/ED study groups

 Early Learning Communities initiative



Concluding thoughts… 

 There is a lot going on and many 
opportunities to be involved

 Moving into a very busy time for policies 
related to children 

 Thank you for all that you do!


